
 

EME NEWS 17th August 2014 

Good morning to all the listeners, EME and VHF/UHF enthusiasts - this report 

is from the pen of ZS6OB in Wingate park in Pretoria 

 

Moon data today 

Moonset today will be at 09h10 UTC 

The distance to the moon today will be is 386,500 km at moonset 

The moon is 6 days past PERIGEE – Declination today is at 15 degrees that is 15 degrees NORTH of the equator  

 

The sky temperature is 359 degrees Kelvin and degradation is 3.98 dB  

 

There was also a super moon visible on the 10
th

 of August 

 

 

The conditions have been favourable during the past week, with many stations from all over the world 

in the pile ups trying to complete with Wayne VK5APN on his mobile expedition through central Australia and 

and a very rare new main grid PG in an area with a very small population.  

  

 

Expedition news 

 

Wayne VK5APN EME expedition to very rare grids in VK 

 

Wayne has started on his historic EME trip activating some of the rarest grids in 

Australia which will take him into the Central parts of Australia. 

  
Some of the grids have no towns in the grid and only a single road running through it 

No mobile phone coverage until the bigger towns, so no internet in most of the grids. 

Main Grid PG in VK8 will be a new main grid to most EME operators even those in VK 

This trip is not a work or family related trip. It is dedicated to operate EME from Moon Rise to 

Moon set however the portable array is limited to 50deg max elevation. 

 

Wayne has been doing a great job and running a mobile station with a small generator, 2 yagi 
antennas and only 350 watts from very remote areas all by himself and only his vehicle as his 
shack 

All EME operators from all over the world is grateful for this challenging and great effort by 
Wayne. 

 

 

LOCAL ACTIVITY 

Good to have Allan ZS1LS back on EME with his new setup of two by XP20 –  

Allan worked quite a number of EME stations this week   

 



 Pine ZS6OB completed various QSO’s with Wayne in all the grids that he has activated. 

As many as 16 stations were noticed calling Wayne at the same time, every time he was on the air – it reminded one 

of what the JT65B screen looks like during expeditions from rare countries. 

 

Allan ZS1LS were the only other ZS station active during the week  

 

Local vhf/uhf news  
 

1296 MHz: 

Willem ZS6WAB have been quite busy with a 1296 MHz project  

A link from Willem’s QTH to Ysterberg KG45PU have been established - 432 MHz to 1296 MHz cross band 

 

Willem transmits and receives signals on 432 MHz at his home QTH in Polekwane and communicate with the cross 

band 1296 MHz link on top of the Ysterberg mountain using FM as the mode of communication. 

 

Willem has installed a Kenwood 2000 radio with a 60 element loop yagi antenna on top of the mountain, 

beaming south. 

 

Willem ZS6WAB and PINE ZS6OB in Pretoria established a FM contact on 1296.250 this morning – a distance  

of 226 km between Ysterberg and Pretoria – power on both sides 10 watts at the radio 

 

Well done Willem, keep up the good work – contact Willem if you want to arrange a 1296 MHz FM sked with him 

 

 

The SSB 144 MHz group is still very active on 144.300 MHz every Saturday and Sunday morning 

 

Koos writes this morning 

 

Good morning from the shack of ZS6BFD in Krugersdorp. 

  

Saturday 16AUG14: 

Operating between 06h00 to 08h00 on 144.300 USB, we had a total of 12 stations reporting in. 

The furthest stations reporting into the net and which were successfully worked from this QTH were Neil 

ZS6NEB from Klerksdorp and Jerry ZS6BTL from Gerdau in the North West. 

Conditions were quite strange with fairly quick QSB on most stations.  Maybe this had something to do with the 

cold snap we experienced yesterday? – it never got past 14C yesterday. 

Congratulations to Koos, ZS6KSG who has successfully built, assembled and commissioned a brand new 11m 

rotatable mast with a 10 element horizontal yagi.  A true masterpiece of high quality workmanship. 

His results achieved this weekend, speaks for themselves. 
 

Sunday 17AUG14: 

Again operation was between 06h00 and 08h00 with several stations reporting in.  The treat of the day was 

OM Jan, ZS6HA from Ermelo which was worked by at least 4 of the stations on the net. 

A total of 9 stations reported in and conditions were better than yesterday by a fair margin. 

  

Also a final comment, any 2m station is most welcome to join in regardless of antenna or polarization being 

used.  Most of the stations on the air have capabilities to cover both vertical and horizontal polarization and 

you can be assured that you will be welcomed and given reports by several stations on the air.  Time to tune 

away from the repeater frequencies for a short time come and enjoy this very enthusiastic group of guys. ☺ 

on 144.300 MHz. 
 

73 de Koos 

ZS6BFD 

On the border of Roodepoort and Krugersdorp. 
 
  



 
 SIX Meter news: 

 

There has been no TEP activity or any ZS tropo/ meateor scatter activity reported to me 

 

If you have any news of interest please send me an e mail with your news and the details 

This bulletin covers VHF/UHF news from all over ZS and is not limited to activity from the ZS6  

area only. 

 

Wish you all a great week see you on the moon  

 

de ZS6OB e mail:  pienaarja@gmail.com - 082 4477 823 

skype: pienaar.jan 

 

Log onto these loggers for more information 

SIX Meters 

www.on4kst.com/chat/start.php 

 

For EME -144, 432 MHz and 1296 MHz 

 

http://hb9q.ch/version2/index.php/loggedin-loggers 

http://jt65.73.ru/ 

http://www.chris.org/cgi-bin/jt65emeA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


